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GMP

John 14:8-12  “Philip said, ‘Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.’  Jesus answered, ‘Don’t you know me Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time?  Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.  How can you say, ‘Show us the Father?  Don’t you believe that I am in the Father and that the Father is in me?  The words I say to you are not just my own.  Rather, it is the Father living in me, who is doing his work.  Believe me when I say to you that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves.  I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith will in me will do what I have been doing.  He will do even great things than these, because I am going to the Father.  THIS IS OUR TEXT.

If I were to ask the worshippers this morning to write down your understanding about God in 50 words or less, I am pretty sure that each of you would write some of the same things, but that each of you would write something unique and different, also.  In fact, if there are 40 worshippers here, since we are Lutherans, I imagine I would get about 42 different views.  A couple of you would write two different answers to hand in, hoping you would get one of them right.  In truth whenever I teach Theology for Concordia University Wisconsin, the first assignment is to write down the definition of God.  This answer serves as the starting point for each student to see what differences their answers take at the end of the course.  Obviously every person’s experience of God here is different, based on your own life experiences and your beliefs.  

All humans want to know about God, or want to know if there is a god.  I think for most cultures, the Father God, as we will call him, is so far away that we can’t really call him a Father.  In fact, even though we can percieve from the evidence of the universe and its fundamental laws, that there was or is a god, we can also look at the sense of right and wrong inside each of us, and posit that some kind of god put those moral laws there. The Bible is clear that it’s a fool who says in his heart that there is no god; and that the fear of God is the true beginning of wisdom.  Nevertheless the nature and working of our God in the universe, in the world, and inside us, remains hidden.  Dr. Luther talked about the hidden God, whom we cannot know; and the revealed God whom we can trust, learn about, believe in, and follow.  Our God is truly incomprehensible and his inscrutable judgments are past finding out.  Therefore, this morning, my goal is to direct you to the God we can know and trust, who has revealed himself and his nature in Christ, Jesus our Lord.  May God grant this, amen.

Philip request here was,  “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”  I immediately think of Mose’s request of God in Exodus 33: 18 ff.  “Then Moses said, ‘Now show me your glory.’  And the Lord said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you and I will proclaim my name, the LORD, in your presence.  I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.  But, God said, “You cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live.’  No one can see God and live, so I do not imagine Philip meant what he the requested.  He certainly did not understand what he was talking about, since the ancient Isrealites, when they saw the power of God on Mt. Sinai, told Moses to go up the mountain by himself, because they were staying put right there on the plain!  Yes, the ancients saw the miracles of power of God and they were afraid for their lives!

But even in the Old Testament, where God was never called ‘father’ except in prophecy, God did reveal himself as the Savior God, and the God of mercy and compassion.  Without really knowing it, Philip had been so long with Jesus, that he was bold enough to request seeing the father from Jesus.  Yes, because of Jesus, Philip had been taught to call the Almighty God father, and to recognize his only begotten son,  Jesus as Lord, by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Philip was not so afraid of seeing God as the Old Testament believers were.  All this came from the teaching and preaching of our Lord.  Now, because of Jesus you and I can be so bold as to call God father, and to call Jesus our brother.  The New Testament actually tells us, “Therefore since we have a great high priest, who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.  For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way as we are – yet was without sin.  Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence so that we may receive mercy and find grace in our time of need.” (Hebrews 4)

Yes, most certainly when we see Jesus, we have seen the Father.  This is not something physical or materialistic.  It is Spiritual through and through, because God is a Spirit.  Jesus appeared in human flesh as a common ordinary man.  There was nothing special in his physical profile.  He didn’t glow in the dark, or walk around with some kind of electrical aura proceeding from his body, so people would think he was divine.  Good grief.  But Jesus has revealed more of the Father than any other human being who ever lived or lives today.  Jesus is in the Father, and the Father is in him.  God is working to this very moment, and therefore so is the risen Lord.  Therefore every part of this Gospel lesson is meant to give you and me assurances and confidence about God’s intentions for us.  Some people go through life asking God, ‘Why me?’  But if we learn of Jesus we will find the answer to ‘why me’, almost every time and what we don’t learn the answer to, God will reveal it at the proper time.

We like to use the first part of this Gospel lesson at funerals to comfort one another.  But Jesus was giving you and me more than just comfort.  He was commanding us  to be at peace and trust God in all things.  Jesus is the living proof you and I can be at peace and trust God in all things.  On top of this, Jesus is going to take care of everything, and he means everything!  Jesus said, “Trust God, trust also in Me”.  I will go ahead of you and prepare your place, and when it is ready, at just the right time for you, I will come back and take you to be with me.  Jesus has taken care of our past, by forgiving it, and paying in himself on the cross, for all sin.  Jesus has taken care of our present, by sending us His and the Father’s Holy Spirit to bring us to faith, keep us in faith, and build us up into Him.  Jesus has gone to heaven ahead of us to take care of our future, so that it will be glorious and with him in eternity.  What is there left for us to do?  Nothing, but to believe in Him, trust him and follow him.

Everything we need to know for our life today, and for our eternal salvation as been revealed to us in the God/man, Christ Jesus.  Everything.  In Christ, we know God’s intentions, His nature, His love, His mercy, His justice, and every aspect of God that is helpful for our salvation.  We do not have to look anywhere else.  We do not need to find a new prophet, we do not need to look to science, we do not need to study philosophy.  We don’t even need to study Theology, although I do love teaching it, and hope many students will continue to sign up for class online. Infattically, all we need to know about God, the universe and us, for our life and salvation, is Jesus Christ and him crucified, risen and ascended.

This is why Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, no one comes to the Father, except through me.”  Jesus doesn’t intend to cut anyone out of salvation. Don’t forget that He died for the sin of the whole world, not just a chosen few.  He just tells us that His name is the only name given among men, whereby we must be saved.  There just isn’t any other human out there.  Never was, isn’t now, and never will be.

Jesus even promises that you and I can know the father better than Philip did, and do greater things spiritually than Jesus in his human flesh did.  We can speak to more people about Christ, and we can help more people by healing, and preventing human sufferings, and do all the things Jesus did, like feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, and on and on.  Yes, Philip, we at Zion have seen and heard Jesus, and so we have also seen all of the nature of the Father, that we need for life and salvation.  We have discovered, without a doubt, that God is love and life.  He has shown us His goodness, his mercy and his compassion.  The Lord Jesus is enough for us.  He is all we need.

I will close this sermon with an addendum.  I hope none of you will ever be befuddled or even give it a thought, whenever some self-proclaimed prophet, of any religion, especially Christianity, predicts the end of the world.  I don’t care if it is Noster Damus, or the “Left Behind” movie series, or a Mayan Calendar.  I did start my sermon before 6 PM last night, because I knew I would be here and you all would be here this morning.  When Jesus told us that no one knows the day or the hour of His coming, he meant it.  I am amazed how humans can ignore God’s own written Word, and come up with a day or time, or year.   I am most confident that the end of the world is not December 21, 2012.  It could be the day before or the day after, I suppose but our God doesn’t think like we do, or count like we do.  I always feel so sorry for those duped by a false prophet.  Whenever the end comes, we Christians will know it.  No human knows it and no human will have to tell us, either, because God has already appointed an angel named Gabriel to proclaim it.

AMEN. 

